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Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 



Offices at: 


5:00 am to 11:00 pm 


8:00 am to 8:00 pm 


am to 6:00 pm 





E-mmh budgetaruba@setarnet.aw - www.budgetaruba.com 


"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


Dow hits 5-year high despite 
US budget mess 


NEW YORK (AFP) - The 
Dow Jones Industrial Aver¬ 
age reached a new five-year 
high Friday as investors 
looked past the risks to the 
economy of impending fed¬ 
eral spending cuts and bid up 
equities. 

The Dow jumped 35.17 
points (0.25 percent) to 
14,089.66, less than 100 
points from all-time high of 
14,164.53 on October 9, 
2007, ahead of the markets 
crash and the Great Reces¬ 
sion. 


The broad-based S&P 500 
increased 3.52 (0.23 percent) 
to 1,518.20, while the tech- 
rich Nasdaq Composite Index 
gained 9.55 (0.30 percent) to 
3,169.74. 

Friday's trading came as 
$85 billion in spending cuts 
were to begin taking effect, as 
Washington policy makers 
failed to agree on a compro¬ 
mise for a more moderate 
deficit reduction program. 

Continue on pg 6 


The Largest Selection of 
Liquors on the Island! 


Lowest prices guaranteed! 
We also deliver 


A great variation in wines also 

L.G. Smith Blvd. 150 
Certified Megamall 
Tel: 5883369 
Open: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. 



LIQUOR SHOP 


Kiwanis Club of Aruba 
conducting traffic safety 
stop-texting campaign 





Ebby Schwengel, Aurora Dijkhoff and Ryan Kock 

distribution of flyers at insur¬ 
ance companies and a musical 
jingle by Jonathan "Biggy" 
Thiel, played on the radio re¬ 
minding islanders to curb this 
most dangerous practice. 

Kiwanis Club of Aruba has 
been conducting safe driving 
campaigns for over thirty 
years, addressing various is¬ 
sues to reducing the number 
of traffic accidents. Texting is 
the latest manifestation of our 
technological age, and is¬ 
landers have embraced it. 
"This is fine," comments Mr. 
Kock, "we understand how 
vital communication is these 
days, but when driving, all at¬ 
tention should be on the road. 
Continued on pg 2 


Graphic artist Paul Sneek and Photographer Dwight Jimenez 

Kiwanis Club members wel- 
corned island media to inform 
the public that the worldwide 
issue attempting to text while 
behind the wheel of a car is 
"driving up" Aruba's traffic 
accident rates. It is Kiwanis 
that sponsors and places the 
"traffic thermometers" around 
the island that record fatal ac¬ 
cidents, encouraging island 
motorists to be more careful 
on the road. 

Heading the project are Ki¬ 
wanis Club members Ebby 
Schwengel, Aurora Dijkhoff 
and Ryan Kock. The cam¬ 
paign includes the placement 
of warnings in local papers, 
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Open Pally 8pm -10ish " A|1 Y° u °* n ca t 
Breakfast 8am to 12pm pancakes ^coffee 

Lunch/Dinner 12pm-lOish ?699 

phone number 586-3904 2Eggs/foa$t 


NOW Serving 


Coffee *4.49 


lunch and dinner 
seven day® 
a week, 

delivery in hotel area 


Free Coffee 
Unlimited 
Refills with 
any 


Across from Radisson Resort 
b ehind the "1^ Aruba sign" 


Burgers Aruba 


delivery in nuici drod _ • ^^ ^ p ^ Oil 

r orders over sso Breakfast entree! BUfgerS, F f ieS.. & More! 


ATA, Soul Beach Productions 
and Insel Air get promoted 



Kiwanis Club of Aruba 
conducting traffic 
safety stop-texting 
campaign 

Continued from pg 1 



Just recently Aruba Tourism 
Authority’s representative, 
Amayra Boekhoudt, Soul 
Beach Productions’ Mark Ad¬ 
kins and Karl Welch, together 
with representative of Insel 
Air, Trevor Nisbeth, travelled 
to Sint Maarten, Surinam and 
Curacao. Their travels were 


FOR 

SALE 


HOUSE 

2 BEDROOMS/ 

1 BATH PLUS 
STUDIO WITH 1 & HALF 
BATHS HOME 
GREAT LOCATION,HIGH 
RISE AREA,CLOSE TO 
THE 

MARRIOTT,WALKING 
DISTANCE TO PALM 
BEACH,RESTAURANTS 
AND SHOPPING AREAS. 
SELLING PRICE 

US $259,000 

FOR MORE INFO CALL 
561 7929 OR EMAIL 
arubaistheplace2b@aol.com 


to promote the mega Soul 
Beach Festival to take place 
on Aruba in the month of 
May. Curacao has already ex¬ 
perienced such an event. 

Soul Beach Music Festi¬ 
val: 

This year’s Soul Beach 
Festival is scheduled to take 
place from May 22 to 26 on 
the beach at Nikky Beach 
with a 5 days event to enter¬ 
tain “Soul Beach Followers” 
and our own locals. During 
the day there will be different 
“beach parties” at Moomba 
Beach and Baby Beach. On 
Friday the 24th of May they 
will hold the “comedy night” 
with the well-known “All- 
Star Comedy headliner” Sin- 
bad, together with his “funky 
band.” 

On Saturday 25th, the 3 
time Grammy award winner 
Motown Recording Artist, 
NE-YO with various hits often 
heard on Aruba. On Sunday 
26th the show will close with 
D’Angelo presenting his col¬ 
lection of dance pop music 
and R&B. Both artists will 
present with their own com¬ 
plete band and dancers in a 
rather unique show. 


Ticket Sales: 

This year Soul Beach Pro¬ 
ductions will afford the local 
market the opportunity to 
purchase tickets at the special 
price of Afls.lOO per person 
per night. Everyone is en¬ 
couraged to get their tickets 
as early as possible to guar¬ 
antee their seat at this special 
limited discount offer. 

Tickets are available at the 
following locations: 

Dragon CD & Electronics 
- San Nicolaas 

Fun Miles Office - Oran- 
jestad 

Insel Air - Oranjestad 
Moomba Beach - Palm 
Beach 

Sopranos Piano Bar - 
Palm Beach 

Nikky Beach - Oranjestad 
Valero: Boulevard, Esso- 
ville, Palm Beach, Ponton 
and Santa Cruz 

For more information re¬ 
garding ticket sales and up- 
to-date news about Soul 
Beach Club, visit 

http://www.soulbeach.net 
of http://www.aruba.com. 

You may also visit 
www.soulbeach.net/2013/ind 
ex.php/artists for information 
about the line up of artists. 
Follow them on twitter at 
Twitter@SoulBeachMusic or 
become a fan for 2013 Soul 
Beach Music Festival at 
www.Facebook.com/soul- 
beachmusic. 

Sponsors: 

Aruba Tourism Authority 
(ATA), Aruba Hotel & 
Tourism Association 

(AHATA), The Westin Resort 
& Casino Aruba, The Radis¬ 
son Aruba Resort, Casino & 
Spa, Divi Resorts, Tierra del 
Sol Aruba Resort, Spa and 
Country Club, De Palm 
Tours Aruba, SETAR NV 
and European 

Contact person: Amayra 
Boekhoudt at Tel. 582-3777 
ext. 254. 


The amount of motorists ob¬ 
served texting while driving is 
really alarming, especially 
when many countries have al¬ 
ready passed laws against it. 
We hope to see such laws en¬ 
acted on Aruba. We already 
know how disastrous this can 


be.” 

Kiwanis of Aruba ex¬ 
pressed the hope that island 
drivers take their message to 
heart and pay attention to 
safety on the road. 


By Rosalie Klein 


Authentic /i’icc&citt (fcu&ine Tel: S 8&70 44 ■ 5867 144 


PECIAL 


Valid only for the month of March , 2013 
Bring this coupon to get this promotion 

3 Course Local Menu 

appetizer, entree and dessert 


Appetizers 

Fish Soup, French Onion Soup, Salad 

Entree choices include 
these specialties 

Aruban Combo, Cabrito Stoba, Ribs, Keshi Yena 
Chicken, Fishermans Loot, Gasparito Chicken 

Desserts 

Ice Cream, Quesillo or Chocolate Cake 



Don’t forget avourour early bird special 
rtmning between 5:30 to 6:30! 



RESTAURANT *RT€UIERY 
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Arubwy 
Store' 


Aruba’s One And Only Department Store 


N.V. 


Maiiisf reef flowntown Aruba 


'Boat 

'Beat 

fr'voe/r 


for th^ 
fewvidy 


Menswear, 
boyswearand more 


C\0<* A&otf 

^#Ladies, girls vf* Office, Luggages and 

^^and baby wear ^4 sporting gear. 

Comming soon Cafetaria! -- 

Tel:5822120 Caya G.F Betico Croes 3 In the beginning of the mainstreet 


ffi 

•O 

3 

k. 

< 


I 


s 

O 


0> 

0) 

ki 

tf! 

c 

w 


Peter and Misia seal the deal on Aruba at 

Simply Fish 



Peter and Misia toast 


Life's memorable moments 
have no better backdrop than 
Aruba's scenic beaches and 
turquoise Caribbean waters, 
and Peter Panagakis, origi¬ 
nally of New Hampshire, was 
well aware it was the prefect 
place to propose to the love 
of his life, Misia (pronounced 


Masters Degree, and she was 
an undergraduate. 

"The story of how we met 
is right out of a movie..." re¬ 
calls Peter. "It was an unusual 
night for me, I was out at a 
club, something I didn't usu¬ 
ally do. I was just leaning 
against a wall when Misia's 



Mom Effie toasts the newly engaged couple 


Misha) Snyder. 

The couple enjoyed a va¬ 
cation with family here a 
couple of years ago; while 
planning this second sojourn, 
Peter began laying his plans 
for popping the question to 
Misia. The couple have been 
together for five years, after 
meeting at Boston Univer¬ 
sity, where he was going his 


BFF Neha approached me 
asking me to rescue her 
friend, who was dancing with 
someone she really didn't 
want to, but was too nice to 
say no. I guess she figured I 
was more her type." 

Peter than broke up cou¬ 
ple, pretending he was 
Misia's boyfriend and thank¬ 
ing the unfortunate dance 



partner for "keeping his place 
warm." Misia admits she was 
a bit torn between being 
grateful and "who is this 
nut?" The rest is history. 

The couple now live in 
Misia's home town of Los 
Angeles, considering the 
long journey to Aruba for this 
special moment shared with 
family and friends was "well 
worth it. Though I do admit it 
was pretty hard sleeping on 
the plane knowing the ring 
was in the overhead compart¬ 
ment," adds Peter. 

"I was going to propose 
during this lovely dinner at 
Simply Fish; the location 
couldn't be more prefect, but 
I just couldn't wait," he con¬ 
fessed. He surprised Misia by 
asking her to look down the 
beach of Casa Del Mar, 
where their family has own 
timesharing for years, so he 
could take an artful photo. 
When she turned around to 
see if he got the shot, Misia 
found him on one knee with 
ring in hand. 

Their elebratory dinner at 
Simply Fish, on the beach at 


Celebrating the future with family and friends 


the Marriott Resort & Stel- 
laris Casino, was a joyous af¬ 
fair. Restaurant Manager 
Raul saw to it there was 
plenty of champagne and a 
special cake. Peter's mother, 
Effie, offered a tearful, emo¬ 
tional toast to the newly en¬ 
gaged couple, declaring how 
glad she was to be sur¬ 
rounded by her loved ones 
"on what is one of the happi¬ 
est days of life." 

Since they met, Peter ad¬ 


mits he has always had one 
burning question about their 
relationship. 

"I asked if the idea to have 
me rescue Misia was Neha's, 
or if it was a collaborative ef¬ 
fort; did Misia want to meet 
me? 

But she isn't telling, she 
has left me to ponder this for 
five years. No matter. I have 
to be sure to thank Neha 
when we get home." 

By Rosalie Klein 
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With more than 

17 years of experiencet\ 



alVEIRO CAR Wash 

Italiestraat 40 - tel: 7456734 

On Dura Home Center Parking Lot 
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Hyatt Regency Aruba recognizes outstanding 

employees of 2012 


The Hyatt hotel chain has 
over 85.000 employees 
around the world. They are 
known for their professionals 
who can provide excellent 
service at all levels all over 
the world. They are known 
for offering the best salaries 
in the hotel industry, as well 
as some of the best secondary 
benefits. 

As a recognition to em¬ 


ployees for their excellent 
service during the year they 
celebrate the annual, "Hyatt 
Awards Celebration,” during 
which time the management 
of the hotel rewards employ¬ 
ees of the year. 

The recent celebration at 
the Aruba Hyatt Regency 
took place here under the 
caption of "Fiesta Mexicana" 
during which time employees 


of the year 2012 were an¬ 
nounced. Of a total of 194 
employees of the month who 
were recognized during 
2012, Hubert Perez was cho¬ 
sen the Associate of the Year. 
Of a total of 40 supervisors 
and managers recognized 
during 2012, Carily Yarza- 
garay became Supervisor of 
the Year, Jeffrey Croes, Su¬ 
pervisor of the Year for the 


Casino and Manager of the 
Year went to Jovino Wolff. 

According to General 
Manager, Fred Hoffmann, it 
was very difficult to select 
the best person from the 
group of dedicated employ¬ 
ees. 

Some of Hyatt's employ¬ 
ees have as many as 35 years 
of faithful service. The hotel 
chain also affords employees 


the opportunity to grow pro¬ 
fessionally and personally. 
Hyatt is convinced that if 
their employees are con¬ 
tented and feel secure of their 
jobs, they will automatically 
reflect this in their contacts 
with guests. 

Staff and management ex¬ 
tend their heartfelt congratu¬ 
lations to all the winners and 
other faithful employees. 
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Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,001. 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 

Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 
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LONDON (AFP) - Horse- 
meat has been found in 
ground beef supplied to Taco 
Bell's three restaurants in 
Britain after tests sparked by 
Europe's sprawling food 
scandal, the US fast food 
giant said Friday. 

Taco Bell said it was "dis¬ 
appointed” by the discovery 
and had immediately with¬ 
drawn ground beef from the 
restaurants, two of which are 
in shopping centres in Essex, 
east of London, and one of 
which is in Manchester, 
northwest England. 

"Food quality is our high¬ 
est priority, and when the 
news of mislabelled beef 
products surfaced we volun¬ 
tarily carried out tests on the 
ground beef supplied to our 
three Taco Bell restaurants in 
the UK," the Tex-Mex chain 
said. 

"Based on that testing, we 
were very disappointed to 
learn that some batches of 
ground beef supplied to us 
from one supplier in Europe 
tested positive for horsemeat. 

"We immediately with¬ 
drew ground beef from sale 
in our restaurants, discontin¬ 
ued purchase of that meat, 
and contacted the Food Stan¬ 
dards Agency (FSA) with 
this information." 

The FSA also announced 
on Friday that horsemeat was 
found in beef products sold 
by frozen food giant Bird's 
Eye and catering supplier 
Brakes, in the third round of 
food testing since the scandal 
first emerged in January. 

Taco Bell's ground beef, 
Brakes's spicy minced beef 
skewers and lasagnes and 
spaghetti bolognese made by 
Bird's Eye were all found to 
contain more than one per¬ 
cent horsemeat. 

Millions of ready meals 
have been pulled from super¬ 
market shelves across Europe 
after tests revealed that meat 
labelled as beef actually con¬ 
tained large quantities of 
horsemeat. 

The row has embroiled 
major international corpora¬ 
tions including Swedish fur¬ 
niture chain Ikea and Nestle, 
the Swiss food giant. 

Governments have been 
scrambling to figure out how 
and where the mislabelling 
happened in a sprawling 
chain of production spanning 
abattoirs and meat suppliers 
across the continent. 

The European Union's 
health commissioner said on 
Thursday that the bloc is 
planning stiffer sanctions 
against food fraud in the 
wake of the scandal. 


Ongoing repairs keep Statue of Liberty closed 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Dam¬ 
age wreaked on the Statue of 
Liberty by Hurricane Sandy 
has yet to be fully repaired, 
and it remains unclear when 
the New York icon will again 
welcome tourists from 
around the world. 

"We do not have a reopen¬ 
ing timeline yet," said 
spokeswoman Linda Friar of 
the National Park Service, 
the US government agency 
that oversees the statue and 
the small island in New York 
harbor on which it stands. 

"There is still a lot of work 


yet to be done," she told AFP 

"Power and communica¬ 
tions systems need to be re¬ 
stored (and) docks and 
walkways around Liberty Is¬ 
land island must also be re¬ 
paired. These are very large 
infrastructure projects." 

Hurricane Sandy dealt 
New York a powerful blow 
when it swept up the north¬ 
eastern US coast on October 
29, lifting sea levels by 
nearly 15 feet (4.2 meters) at 
the southern tip of Manhat¬ 
tan. 

Liberty Island, just 10 


acres (four hectares) big, was 
three-quarters flooded — in 
some places by more than 
five feet (1.5 meters) of water 
— and the two docks on 
which tourists arrive by small 
ferry boats were swept away. 

The statue itself, which 
stands 93 meters high and 
weighs more than 200 tons, 
sustained no damage. Ironi¬ 
cally, the viewing platform 
within its crown had re¬ 
opened to the public on the 
eve of the storm, after a year 
of repairs. 

In mid-December, after an 


on-site visit, Interior Secre¬ 
tary Ken Salazar estimated 
the cost of repairs for Liberty 
Island and nearby Ellis Island 
at $59 million. 

"We're going to get this 
done as soon as we possibly 
can because fthe Statue of 
Liberty) is sucn an important 
icon for New York ana Amer¬ 
ica," Salazar told reporters. 

Gateway to the United 
States for millions of Euro¬ 
pean immigrants from 1892 
to 1924, Ellis Island - itself 
a much-visited museum — 
also remains closed for the 
foreseeable future. 


Horsemeat 
found at British 
Taco Bell 
restaurants 




Saturday and Sunday 
p/ m appointment only. 
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3 minutes drive to 

Arashi Beach 


Across an 18-tfole 

Golf Course 
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Israel to delay settlement starts 
for Obama trip: report 


^v) landcWr 


JERUSALEM (AFP) - Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu has banned 
settler housing tenders being 
issued for the West Bank and 
east Jerusalem when US 
President Barack Obama vis¬ 
its this month, a daily news¬ 
paper said Friday. 

Netanyahu had told offi¬ 
cials the suspension did not 
amount to a freeze in settle¬ 
ment construction, and that it 
would only be in place up 
until the end of Obama's trip 
to avoid embarrassing lead¬ 
ers, Maariv newspaper re¬ 
ported. 

In March 2010, Israel 
sparked the ire of the US ad¬ 
ministration by announcing, 
during a visit by Vice Presi¬ 
dent Joe Biden, that 1,600 
new homes would be built in 
the east Jerusalem quarter of 
Ramat Shlomo. 

"According to instructions 
provided by the prime minis¬ 
ter's office to the appropriate 
officials in the ministries of 
defence and housing, no new 
tenders for housing will be is¬ 
sued for these areas in the 


coming weeks," said Maariv. 

"Similarly, projects whose 
planning has been completed 
will not be carried out, and all 
other bureaucratic steps in¬ 
volved in the public tenders 
will be postponed," it added. 

"In telephone conversa¬ 
tions which Netanyahu held 
with officials, it was empha¬ 
sised that there was no (con¬ 
struction) freeze, but rather a 
suspension whose purpose is 
not to embarrass the political 
establishment during the 
president's visit." 

Netanyahu's office had no 
immediate comment on the 
Maariv report. 

Later on Friday, privately 
owned Channel 2 television 
reported that Netanyahu's 
coalition negotiator told po¬ 
tential government partners 
that after forming his new 
government, N etany ahu 
would initiate a freeze on all 
settlement construction out¬ 
side the major blocs. 

Netanyahu is scrambling 
to form a new coalition be¬ 
fore Obama's visit, over a 
month after the general elec¬ 


tions. On Saturday night, he 
will be asking President Shi¬ 
mon Peres to afford him an 
additional two weeks to form 
a coalition. 

Obama is to meet Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders in 
Jerusalem and Ramallah dur¬ 
ing his visit on March 20-22, 
his first as president. 

The White House says 
Obama has no plans to use 
the trip to push new propos¬ 
als to break the more than 
two-year deadlock in Pales- 


L 


iha Indian ill koala 


Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 
12:00-3 p.m. 


Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00-11:00 p.m 


Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 


Between popes, time-honoured 
rituals 


VATICAN CITY (AFP) - The 
Catholic Church has time-ho¬ 
noured answers to the cen¬ 
turies-old question of how to 
run its affairs between popes. 

The period known as 
"Sede Vacante" ("Vacant 
See") lasts between the death 
— or in this highly unusual 
case the resignation — of a 
pope until his successor is 
elected. 


Dow hits 5-year high despite US budget mess 

Continued from pg 1 


"Markets are learning to deal 
with this kind of uncertainty 
and so they don't get rattled 
around with every gyration in 
fiscal policy," said Paul Edel- 
stein, an economist with IHS 
Global Insight. 

"US data has been very 
good this week and monetary 
policy has been very support¬ 
ive." 

Fresh data that showed 
consumer spending rose in 
January at double the rate of 
December, despite lower per¬ 
sonal income. 

Markets were further 
cheered by a report that 
showed US manufacturing 
activity hit the highest level 
since 2011. Of the 18 manu¬ 
facturing industries surveyed, 
15 reported growth, com¬ 
pared with 13 in January. 

Apple shares tumbled 2.5 
percent after a US judge in¬ 
validated some $450 million 
of a $1 billion award to be 
paid by Samsung to Apple in 
a much-watched patent law¬ 
suit. More litigation in the 
case is expected. 

Best Buy picked up 4.0 
percent after it topped earn¬ 
ings expectations, even as it 
reported a decline in same- 
store sales. 

Separately, the company 
announced that the deadline 
had passed for founder Dick 
Schulze to submit his ex¬ 
pected offer to buy the com¬ 


pany. 

Clothing retailer Gap 
climbed 2.8 percent after re¬ 
porting profits and revenues 
above forecast levels, and 
boosting its dividend. 

Deckers Outdoor, which 
sells the popular UGG and 
Teva brands of shoes, soared 
15.4 percent after announcing 
record annual revenues. 

Groupon, the online dis¬ 
count coupon distributor, re¬ 
bounded 11.4 percent after 
Thursday's 24.3 percent 


plunge on forecasts of contin¬ 
uing losses in the current 
quarter. The company re¬ 
placed its chief executive 
with a management team 
from the board of directors. 

Bond prices rose. The 
yield on the 10-year Treasury 
bond declined to 1.85 percent 
from 1.89 percent late Thurs¬ 
day, while the 30-year re¬ 
treated to 3.07 percent from 
3.09 percent. Bond prices and 
yields move inversely. 


Al-Qaeda ? s top leader in 
killed in fighting 


Mali 


PARIS (AFP) - Al-Qaeda's 
top commander in Mali has 
been killed, Chadian Presi¬ 
dent Idriss Deby Itno said 
Friday, in what would be one 
of the most significant blows 
to the rebels in the seven- 
week French-led intervention 
against Islamist insurgents. 

Several newspapers in 
Abou Zeid's native Algeria 
had reported his death and 
Washington had described 
the reports as "very credible". 

Deby said Abou Zeid, the 
Mali-based operative in A1 
Qaeda in the Islamic 
Maghreb (AQIM), was killed 
in deadly fighting between 
Chadian troops and Islamist 
fighters on February 22. 

"On February 22, we lost 


several soldiers in the Ifogha 
mountains after destroying 
the jihadists' base. This was 
the first time there was a di¬ 
rect confrontation with the ji¬ 
hadists," he said. 

"Our soldiers killed two ji- 
hadist chiefs including Abou 
Zeid," said Deby, whose elite 
forces are among the best 
desert troops on the continent 
and have played a key role in 
the offensive to liberate 
northern Mali. 

Algeria's independent En- 
nahar TV reported earlier this 
week that Abou Zeid was 
killed in northern Mali along 
with 40 other Islamist mili¬ 
tants. 


It is the cardinal camer- 
lengo, or chamberlain, who is 
not only the interim head of 
state but also the one charged 
with an array of rituals 
steeped in traditions, many of 
them aimed at preventing 
skull-duggery and thieving. 

It is the camerlengo, al¬ 
ways a cardinal, who offi¬ 
cially certifies the death of a 
pope — he once did so by tap¬ 
ping the pontiffs forehead 
three times with a special sil¬ 
ver mallet and calling to him 
in his native tongue using his 
birth name. 

The camerlengo must then 
seal the papal apartments to 
ensure that no one enters 
them throughout the Sede Va¬ 
cante. 

This task was performed 
Friday by Cardinal Tarcisio 
Bertone, whom Benedict ap¬ 
pointed camerlengo in 2007, 
leaving the seals and bright 
red ribbons on the doors of 
the apartment and the lift that 
serves it in the Apostolic 
Palace. 

The camerlengo is also in 
charge of making sure the 
pontiffs "Fisherman's Ring" 
— a gold signet ring — cannot 
be used to forge papal docu¬ 
ments during the Sede Va¬ 
cante. 

In the past the rings have 
been smashed beyond recog¬ 
nition, but more recently the 
camerlengo merely etches an 
"X" across the face of the 
ring — an act that must be 
performed in the presence of 


the other cardinals. 

The camerlengo takes cus¬ 
tody of papal properties at the 
Vatican, in Rome as well as at 
Castel Gandolfo — the palace 
near the Italian capital where 
Benedict XVI began his re¬ 
tirement on Thursday. 

The symbol of the Vacant 
See — a striped umbrella over 
crossed keys — is used on of¬ 
ficial documents, as well as 
on a postage stamp for use 
during the interim between 
popes. 

It even featured on Friday 
on Benedict's old Twitter ac¬ 
count @pontifex, which has 
been suspended until a new 
pope decides whether to con¬ 
tinue using it. 

Under a decree by Bene¬ 
dict's predecessor John Paul 
II, all members of the Roman 
Curia — effectively the gov¬ 
ernment of the Catholic 
Church — must resign their 
posts, with two exceptions. 

Bertone of course stays on 
as camerlengo while losing 
his post as secretary of state, 
the Vatican's number two job. 

The only other official 
who does not have to resign 
is the Major Penitentiary, 
who heads up the Vatican's 
court for forgiveness of sins, 
"so that souls may continue 
to benefit" from absolution. 

Benedict's decision to re¬ 
sign leaves Bertone with a far 
lighter load than he would 
otherwise have had, as the or¬ 
ganiser of all the rituals sur¬ 
rounding a papal death. 



Apartments 


Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubal! #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
til: sasakiapartments@hotmail.com 
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USEPA Certified 

SmartWay 


Sportage take you there 


The world is yours to discover And what better way to 
discover it than with the Sportage? On or off-road, ifs at 
home in any environment, A trusted companion to expand 
your horizons. 

Starting from 

Awg. 47,500 


KIA MOTORS ARUBA 




International News 

Venezuela VP slams 
media 'lies' about 
Chavez 


CARACAS - (AFP) - 
Venezuela’s vice president ac¬ 
cused "fascist” foreign media 
Friday of "lying" about the 
health of President Hugo 
Chavez as part of a campaign 
to destabilize the nation. 

Nicolas Maduro, the presi¬ 
dent’s political heir, said 
Chavez was undergoing a 
"complex and difficult" treat¬ 
ment in a Caracas military hos¬ 
pital, where he checked in last 
week after two months of can¬ 
cer treatment in Cuba. 

"Stop attacking our coman- 
dante, stop the rumors, stop 
using this situation, which is 
delicate for everybody, to try 
to create a destabilization," 
Maduro said on state-run tele¬ 
vision. 

Maduro singled out the 
conservative Spanish newspa¬ 
per ABC and Colombian radio 
Caracol, calling them "fascist" 
news organizations that are 
part of a "campaign against the 
stability of Venezuela, lying 
about Chavez." 

ABC reported on Friday 


that Chavez was transferred to 
the presidential retreat in the 
island of La Orchilada days 
ago to spend his final moments 
with his family there. 

Radio Caracol interviewed 
Panama's former ambassador 
to the Organization of Ameri¬ 
can States, Guillermo Cochez, 
who claims that Chavez has 
been declared brain dead. 

The government says Chavez 
remains in charge and even held 
a five-hour meeting in his Cara¬ 
cas military hospital room last 
week, but Maduro said Thursday 
that he was still "battling for his 
health, for his life." 

Chavez has not been seen 
in public since he underwent 
cancer surgery in Cuba on De¬ 
cember 11, a prolonged ab¬ 
sence that has fueled rumors 
about his health. 

The government has only 
released a set of pictures on 
February 15, showing him 
smiling in his sickbed and 
flanked by two daughters, 
three days before he returned 
to Caracas in the dead of night. 


Syria, Moscow condemn US aid 
to rebels 


DAMASCUS (AFP) - Syria 
and ally Russia denounced a 
US pledge to provide direct 
non-lethal aid to rebel fighters, 
saying it will fuel more vio¬ 
lence in the two-year conflict, 
which claimed dozens more 
lives on Friday. 

Just two weeks away from 
the second anniversary of the 
uprising against President 
Bashar al-Assad, UN Secre¬ 
tary-General Ban Ki-moon 
warned that the spiralling con¬ 
flict in Syria that has killed at 
least 70,000 people was break¬ 
ing the country apart. 

US Secretary of State John 
Kerry discussed the crisis with 
Turkish leaders in Ankara on 
Friday after Washington said it 
would provide direct aid to the 
rebels in the form of food and 
medical assistance, as well as 
$60 million in funding for the 
political opposition. 

Russia's foreign ministry 
said the decision would back¬ 
fire and encourage "extremists 
to take power by force." 

But senior opposition figure 
Burhan Ghalioun told AFP it 
was the very failure to arm the 
rebels that "favours the rise of 
extremists," saying he hoped 
Washington would realise this 


was a "mistaken policy." 

The opposition and out¬ 
gunned rebels have repeatedly 
urged world powers to arm 
them, but the West fears that 
the weapons will fall into the 
hands of Islamic extremists 
also battling Assad's regime. 

Russia's UN Ambassador 
Vitaly Churkin said the US de¬ 
cision was "unfortunate" and 
that it was time for the opposi¬ 
tion to come up with a "well- 
articulated political 

programme to be able to enter 
into talks with the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment." 

A Syrian government news¬ 
paper said US and European 
decisions to back Syria's rebels 
with direct aid would only lead 
to more bloodshed and encour¬ 
age "terrorism." 

A State Department official 
travelling with Kerry said 
Washington wanted outside 
powers, including Moscow, to 
push for a transition as agreed 
in Geneva last June, as the new 
secretary of state visited key 
regional ally Turkey. 

Kerry had announced the 
aid package after talks in 
Rome on Thursday of the 
Friends of Syria group of Arab 
and Western nations. 


The move marked a signif¬ 
icant shift in US policy but 
falls short of rebel demands for 
Western backers to supply the 
rebellion with weapons or non¬ 
offensive military equipment. 

In a sign of growing diplo¬ 
matic momentum, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and 
US President Barack Obama 
discussed the conflict by 
phone, with Putin noting "the 
need to end military activities 
as soon as possible." 

Russia has drawn the West's 
anger by vetoing three UN Se¬ 
curity Council resolutions cen¬ 
suring President Assad. 

In other developments, Syr¬ 
ian troops retook on Friday the 
Yaarubiyeh crossing on the 
Iraqi border in oil-rich Has- 
sakeh province, captured a day 
earlier by jihadist fighters, the 
Observatory said. 
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Health & Living 


First Lady launches US 
schools push on obesity 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - First 
Lady Michelle Obama took 
her campaign against child¬ 
hood obesity to a new level 
Thursday with a $150 million 
program to encourage more 
physical activity in American 
schools. 

Let’s Move! Active Schools 
builds upon the Let’s Move! 
initiative that the mother-of- 
two and wife of Barack 
Obama unveiled three years 
ago during the president's first 
term in the White House. 

"Only one in three of our 
kids is active every day," said 
the first lady in Chicago, the 
Obama family's hometown. 


"That's not just bad for their 
bodies. It's also bad for their 
minds, because being less ac¬ 
tive can actually hurt kids' ac¬ 
ademic performance." 

Funded by a public-private 
partnership, Let's Move! Ac¬ 
tive Schools aims within five 
years to get 50,000 schools 
across the United States to 
provide at least one hour of 
physical activity per day to 
their youngsters. 

Excessive weight is a major 
public health issue in the 
United States, where two in 
three adults — and one in three 
children — are either over¬ 
weight or obese, officials say. 


Pessimists live longer, 
study shows 


BERLIN (AFP) - Older people 
who look on the darker side of 
life tend to live longer than op¬ 
timists, who in turn face an in¬ 
creased risk of illness and 
mortality, a new study by a 
German research institute 
found Thursday. 

Researchers in Germany 
and Switzerland found that 
older people who believe their 
life satisfaction will be above 
average in future face a 10- 
percent higher mortality risk or 
are more likely to develop 
physical health problems, the 
DIW think-tank said. 

"It is possible that a pes¬ 
simistic outlook leads elderly 
people to look after themselves 
and their health better and take 
greater precautions against 
risks," said one of the re¬ 
searchers, Frieder Lang. 

The study was conducted by 
a team from the Friedrich 
Alexander University of Erlan- 
gen-Nuernberg, the Berlin- 
based DIW as well as 


Humboldt University in Berlin 
and the university of Zurich. 

They analysed long-term 
data compiled between 1993 
and 2003 where the same peo¬ 
ple belonging to three different 
age groups were asked every 
year to assess their current 
level of life satisfaction and 
how contented they expected 
to be in five years. 

Over the 10-year period the 
researchers checked with each 
participant six times whether 
their expected level of satisfac¬ 
tion tallied with reality five 
years on. 

Results showed 25 percent 
of older participants realisti¬ 
cally estimated their future 
contentment, while around 43 
percent underestimated it and 
32 percent overestimated, the 
DIW said. 

Young adults mostly had an 
unrealistically rosy view of 
their future while middle-aged 
people were largely spot on, it 
said. 



-- Blackberry juice not only tastes good, but it is also 
very nutritious and healthy for you. There are numerous 
medical benefits of the juice, which make it an excellent 
choice during ailments. Blackberry juice contains many 
vitamins, minerals and anti-oxidants that are very impor¬ 
tant for us. This juice has high contents of vitamins A, 
B, C and E which are helpful in fighting against free rad¬ 
icals in the body. It protects the eyesight, lowers the level 
of cholesterol and fortifies blood vessels. 



BEST PRICES 
ON 

THE ISLAND 


^“lENT SERVICE''’ 


unicasa 

Supermarket 


UNICASA 

Supermarket 


PALM BEACH # 184 
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Give needles, condoms to inmates to 
curb HIV: experts 


BUCHAREST (AFP) - Giving 
inmates drug substitution treat¬ 
ment, needles and condoms are 
key ways to help curb addic¬ 
tion and HIV infection in Eu¬ 
ropean jails, experts say, 
calling on authorities to change 
their approach to prison health 
care. 

So far, only 60 prisons around 
the world conduct needle and 
syringe exchange programmes, 
said Heino Stover, a professor at 
Frankfurt University. 

Some countries, such as 
Poland for religious reasons, 
even forbid condom distribu¬ 
tion in prisons, he added. 

Patrick Penninckx, execu¬ 
tive secretary of the Council’s 
Pompidou Group, a drug pol¬ 
icy agency, said strategies 
should aim both to "reduce 
drug supplies and deal with the 
consequences of addiction." 

Statistics show that 15 to 25 
percent of Europe's inmates 
were convicted of drug-related 
offences and one prisoner in 
six is a drug user. 

Most inmates inject drugs 
and share needles, which leads 
to the transmission of blood- 
borne viruses, especially HIV 
and hepatitis C, said Stover. 

In Eastern Europe and Cen¬ 
tral Asia, the number of people 
living with HIV surged by 250 
percent from 2001 to 2010, 
with Russia and Ukraine ac¬ 
counting for almost 90 percent 
of the region's epidemic, UN¬ 
AIDS figures show. 

Prison populations are 


among the most vulnerable. 

To reduce HIV incidence, 
experts call on penitentiary au¬ 
thorities to admit that drug 
smuggling cannot be alto¬ 
gether stopped. Instead they 
should supply clean needles 
and condoms. 

But progress is slow. In Ger¬ 
many, the programme is in 
force in barely one prison out 
of 185. In Romania, the prison 
of Jilava, south of Bucharest, 
has recently introduced the 
system. 

In a country where drug 
possession and use is a crime, 
information about inmates 
benefitting from this pro¬ 
gramme is confidential as only 
penitentiary doctors are autho¬ 
rised to supply needles, he 
stressed. 


Experts also insist on the 
need to provide opioid substi¬ 
tution treatment to drug-using 
inmates. "This will reduce ille¬ 
gal drug use, prevent infectious 
diseases and eventually save 
lives," said Hans Wolff, head 
of the Geneva University Hos¬ 
pitals Unit of Penitentiary 
Medicine. 

In Moldova, seven prisons 
out of 17 provide methadone to 
inmates and according to Svet¬ 
lana Doltu, a prison psycholo¬ 
gist, this has made them "more 
willing to work and more tol¬ 
erant". 

And then there is absti¬ 
nence. In exchange for their 
commitment not to use drugs, 
they can enjoy better detention 
conditions, with more sports 
and cultural activities. 



Taj MaIiaI 

TAStC of IvtoiA 

uthentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 
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Sci-Tech 


Mobile phone health 
apps touted as lifesavers 


BARCELONA (AFP) - Health- 
related applications for smart¬ 
phones and tablets are a 
booming business, but in Africa 
and Asia ’’mobile health" could 
actually be a lifesaver for mil¬ 
lions, industry leaders and aid 
organisations say. 

Mobile phones could save 
up to a million lives over the 
next five years in sub-Saharan 
Africa, according to a report by 
mobile industry association 
GSMA and global consultants 
PwC released at the February 
25-28 Mobile World Congress 
in Barcelona. 

Africa’s population of one 
billion is among the world's 
least "connected" yet more than 
a third already own a mobile 
phone, often in the most iso¬ 
lated areas, added a study by 
Wireless Intelligence. 

The same is true in other 
parts of the world. 

"In India, a lot of people 
have no access to Internet, they 
sometimes can't read, but they 
have a mobile phone," said 
Sara Chamberlain, head of in¬ 
formation and communications 
technology for India for BBC 
Media Action. 

"It's often the only device 
they can access," said Cham¬ 
berlain, who works on mobile 
health campaigns. 

An SMS text information 
campaign can significantly im¬ 
prove the impact and efficiency 
of organisations' disease pre¬ 
vention programmes, she said. 


"In maternal, newborn and 
child health, we are witnessing 
the game-changing effects that 
mobile technology has to offer 
through services such as preg¬ 
nancy and birth registries, im¬ 
munisation and nutrition 
tracking," said Patricia 
Mechael, executive director of 
mHealth Alliance. 

These services could prove 
useful in sub-Saharan Africa 
for instance, where more than 
1.2 million newborns die each 
year and one in nine children 
do not reach the age of five, ac¬ 
cording to the report by GSMA 
and PwC. 

But the financing of mobile 
health in the developing world 
is still uncertain. 

In richer countries, mean¬ 
while, money is pouring into 
"mobile health". 

One of the main aims is to 
let people with chronic ill¬ 
nesses better manage their con¬ 
ditions day-to-day and reduce 
time spent in hospital. 

According to PwC, by 2017 
mobile health services could 
save $400 billion (300 billion 
euros) a year out of a total an¬ 
nual health expenditure of $6 
trillion in the leading industri¬ 
alised nations of the OECD. 

Several smartphones now 
offer applications that link with 
diagnostic tools, for example to 
perform urine analysis or 
check the blood sugar levels of 
people with diabetes. 


Facebook buys advertising 
firm from Microsoft 



SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - Facebook agreed Thursday to 
buy Atlas Advertiser Suite from Microsoft as part of an 
effort to boost ad revenues at the massive social net¬ 
work. Terms of the deal were not disclosed. Atlas was 
part of the aQuantive group acquired by Microsoft, 
which ended up in a writedown and loss for Microsoft 
last year. Microsoft's Dave O'Hara said the deal "will 
strengthen our existing partnership" with Facebook "for 
the benefit of both companies and their respective long¬ 
term visions." Facebook has become the world's 
biggest social network with more than one billion users, 
but its stock has been hit by concerns about its ability 
to boost revenues and profitability. The California group 
has been working on a number of advertising initiatives 
for both desktop and mobile Facebook applications. 
Facebook shares rose 1.4 percent to end Thursday at 
$27.25. 
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US film, music industries roll out 
anti-piracy program 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - A 
new "copyright alert" system 
has begun rolling out this week 
in the United States in an effort 
to curb online piracy. 

The system, informally 
known as "six strikes," is a vol¬ 
untary effort of the music and 
film industries, with the largest 
Internet service providers par¬ 
ticipating. 

The program will use warn¬ 
ings and could result in slowed 
or suspended Internet connec¬ 
tions, but users will not lose 
Web access entirely. Still, 
some civil liberties groups and 
Internet activists call it too in¬ 
vasive and warn it could un¬ 
fairly penalize some users. 

It is being coordinated by the 
Center for Copyright Informa¬ 
tion, created by the music and 
cinema industries and the five 
largest broadband Internet firms. 

"We hope this cooperative, 
multi-stakeholder approach 
will serve as a model for ad¬ 
dressing important issues fac¬ 


ing all who participate in the 
digital entertainment ecosys¬ 
tem," said Jill Lesser, execu¬ 
tive director of the center. 

She added that people who 
believe they get warnings in 
error will have "an easy to use 
process" to appeal, and get an 
independent review. 

Despite the "six strikes" 
moniker, backers of the system 
say it is not intended to cut off 
Internet access for copyright 
infringers, who will get up to 
six warnings. 

The steps announced by the 
big Internet firms include pop- 
ups, which force users to ac¬ 
knowledge warnings, and 
mechanisms to slow a user's 
access to near-dialup speeds. 

Some critics say that redi¬ 
recting users is equivalent to a 
"browser hijack" while others 
say innocent users may be 
snared by the system. 

Me Sherry said another 
problem is a "lack of trans¬ 
parency" in the system, which 


is private and cannot be chal¬ 
lenged in the same way as a 
law. 

Internet subscribers "face 
consequences based on noth¬ 
ing more than an accusation," 
Me Sherry said. 

Other activists were even 
more blunt in their criticism. 

"Soon your ISP will be spy¬ 
ing on you and messing with 
your internet at Hollywood's 
request," said a tweet from the 
online activist group Fight for 
the Future. 

But the Information Tech¬ 
nology and Innovation Founda¬ 
tion, a Washington think tank, 
called the program "a model for 
addressing digital property 
rights without unduly inhibiting 
Internet use and innovation." 

Participating in the program 
are the five largest broadband 
Internet providers — Comcast, 
Time Warner Cable, AT&T, 
Cablevision and Verizon - 
covering some 85 percent of 
US residential customers. 
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CROSSWORD 



CROSSWORD 


FREE Coverage on our 


website: 


i www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

Weekday 


20. Turn’s partner 
23. Suffocates 
26. Do a lab job 
29. Impend 
31. “Are you a 

man_ 

mouse?" (2 
wds.) 


56. Atlantic City 
tycoon 

57. Certain TV 
knob (abbr.) 

58. NYC transit 
org. 

59. Highball mixer 

60. High trains 


9. That woman 
10. Break off 
12. Repeated 
16. Racetrack 
shape 

18. Easy and Main 
(abbr.) 

21. Chem., e.g. 


4. 

(abbr.) 

Shakespeare, 

32. Actress Rigg 

35. Type of jazz 

DOWN 

22. 

Philatelist’s 

delight 


eg 

36. Highland 

1. Emulated 

24. 

Desert in 

8. 

Common word 

toppers 

Superman 


Mongolia 

11. 

Young boy 

38. Liquefying 

2. Craze 

25. 

Anon 

12. 

Like a seance 

40. _ Patrick 

3. False god 

26. 

Speckle 

13. 

“_ and 

Harris 

4. “_ Clown" (2 

27. 

Iraq’s neighbor 


Stimpy” 

42. At a snail’s_ 

wds.) 

28. 

Alike 


(cartoon) 

43. Actress Taylor 

5. Timetable 

30. 

Auto buyer’s 

14. 

Self-concept 

45. Dwight’s 

abbr. 


concern 

15. 

Box material 

opposition 

6. Disburdens 


(abbr.) 

17. 

Like Richard 

49. It may twist off 

7. Remove 

33. 

Teachers’ gp. 


Burton 

(2 wds.) 

glitches 

34. 

He created “LH 

19. 

Excursion or 

54. Cobbler's tool 

8. Melodic 


Abner” (2 


Escalade 

55. Juan’s “one” 

syllable 


wds.) 


i 

2 

3 

ii 



14 



17 




26 

27 

28 

31 



36 




40 




49 

50 

51 

55 



56 


J 


11 9 


21 


22 


16 


Is 

9 

io 

|13 








24 

25 




30 

I 35 







146 

47 

46 

■ 54 



■ 57 



■60 




37. River mud 

39. Media mogul 
Turner 

41. Light tunes 

44. Nothing 

46. Bathe 

47. Evading army 
duty (abbr.) 

48. Maladies 

49. Hobo 

50. Canadian 
province 
(abbr.) 

51. Off_ good 

start (2 wds.) 

52. Cow’s 
mouthful 

53. “I_ Rock” (2 

wds.) 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 1 

MRT 02 - MRT 09 


O’stad : ‘ Botica del Pueblo ’ - S.N. ‘ ALOE N.V. 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 
582-5447 
In San Nicolas 
Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 
professional taxi services 
Tel. 588-0035 
Al Anon Meetings 
Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Finance 

$85 billion austerity 
hit lines up US 
economy 


Dutch to cut 4.3bn 
euros in 2014 budget 
to hit EU deficit 
ceiling 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - An 
$85 billion dollar austerity time 
bomb was to detonate against 
the US economy Friday, as 
President Barack Obama 
blamed a Republican refusal to 
compromise for a failure to 
avert "dumb” spending cuts. 

The slashing reductions in 
domestic and defense spend¬ 
ing, brought on by deep ideo¬ 
logical differences between 
Obama and top Republicans, 
threaten to further slow tepid 
economic growth and could 
cost hundreds of thousands of 
jobs. 

Obama blamed the impasse 
on Republicans, who had re¬ 
fused to close tax loopholes 
used by the rich and corpora¬ 
tions to add to more targeted 
spending cuts, in what he calls 
a "balanced" approach to 
deficit reduction. 

"I am not a dictator. I'm the 
president," Obama said, warn¬ 
ing he could not force his Re¬ 
publican foes to "do the right 
thing", or make the Secret 
Service barricade Republicans 
leaders in a room until a deal is 
done. 

Obama was bound by law to 
initiate the automatic, indis¬ 
criminate cuts, which could 
wound the already fragile 
economy, cost a million jobs 
and harm military readiness, by 
11.59 pm. 

The hit to military and do¬ 
mestic spending, known as the 
sequester, was never supposed 
to happen, but was rather a de¬ 
vice seen as so punishing that 
rival lawmakers would be 
forced to find a better compro¬ 
mise to cut the deficit. 

Both sides agree that the se¬ 
quester is a blunt instrument to 
cut spending, as it does not dis¬ 
tinguish between essential and 
wasteful programs — in what 
Obama has branded a "meat- 
cleaver" approach. 

The president appeared irri¬ 
tated but combative as he 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 



spoke to reporters after a dead¬ 
line day meeting with his chief 
foes, House Speaker John 
Boehner and Senate Republi¬ 
can minority leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell and allies, Democratic 
Senate leader Harry Reid and 
House Democrat Nancy Pelosi 
in the Oval Office. 

Boehner emerged from the 
talks to signal to reporters that 
Republicans would not budge 
on Obama's key demand for a 
deal which would raise tax rev¬ 
enues. 

Even Obama's defeated 
election foe Mitt Romney got 
in on the action, slamming the 
president in a rare interview. 

"What we've seen is the 
president out campaigning to 
the American people, doing 
rallies around the country, fly¬ 
ing around the country, and be¬ 
rating Republicans. And 
blaming and pointing," Rom¬ 
ney said in comments to be 
aired on Fox News Sunday. 

Air China to buy 
31 Boeing planes 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - Air 
China signed an agree¬ 
ment Friday to buy a total 
31 Boeing passenger and 
cargo planes from US 
aerospace giant Boeing, 
the Chinese flag carrier 
said. 

Air China said it would 
purchase 20 Boeing 737- 
800 aircraft, two Boeing 
747-8 aircraft, one Boeing 
777-300ER aircraft and 
eight Boeing 777 cargo 
planes. 

The total value of the 
deal is $5.2 billion at cur¬ 
rent Boeing list prices. 

"The Boeing Company 
has granted to the Com¬ 
pany significant price con¬ 
cessions with regard to 
the Boeing Aircraft," Air 
China said in a statement. 

The deal is subject to 
Chinese government ap¬ 
proval. 

Boeing spokesman Jim 
Proulx said Boeing would 
announce the order upon 
government approval. 

"We look forward to 
working with Air China, a 
long-time valued cus¬ 
tomer, to obtain approval," 
he said in an email to AFP. 


THE HAGUE (AFP) - The 
Netherlands' Liberal-Labour 
coalition government said Fri¬ 
day they had agreed to slash 
over four billion euros from 
the 2014 budget in the hope of 
driving down the deficit to Eu¬ 
rope's three percent ceiling. 

"We have agreed on a pack¬ 
age of savings of 4.3 billion 
euros ($5.6 billion)," Liberal 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte 
told journalists after a cabinet 
meeting. 

The announcement came 
the day after the Dutch Central 
Statistic Bureau (CBS) said the 
public deficit would be 3.3 
percent this year and 3.4 per¬ 
cent in 2014, above the EU 
limit at a time when the 
Netherlands is seeking to set a 
good example to other euro¬ 
zone members. 

The deficit hit a high of 4 
percent in 2012. 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP)- 
A judge invalidated some 
$450 million of a $1 billion 
award to be paid by Samsung 
in a landmark patent lawsuit 
from Apple, saying the calcu¬ 
lation came from an "imper¬ 
missible legal theory." 

US District Judge Lucy 
Koh affirmed the remainder 
of the award, amounting to 
$598.9 million, in the patent 
infringement case, while 
denying Apple's request for 
an increase in damages. 

The decision marked the 
latest twist in the blockbuster 
trial pitting the maker of the 
iPhone against the surging 
South Korean electronics 
giant. 

Apple had accused its rival 
of massive and willful copy¬ 
ing of its designs and technol¬ 
ogy for smartphones and 
tablets. 

But Koh said the jury erred 
in calculating damages for 
some of the devices in ques¬ 
tion, including some models 
of the Galaxy SII smartphone 
and Galaxy Tab tablet, and 
struck down as invalid the 
$450 million awarded to the 
Silicon Valley giant. 

She ruled that a new trial 
would be needed to award 
damages for these items, say¬ 
ing that due to the "impermis¬ 
sible legal theory on which 


Rutte said Thursday's 
deficit predictions from the 
CBS were "a setback", but in¬ 
sisted no more cuts would be 
made from the 2013 budget. 

"We will not make any 
more cuts in 2013 because the 
savings can only be made 
through taxes," Rutte said. 

"We will take these meas¬ 
ures in 2014, to strengthen 
public finance and respect the 
three percent" limit, he said. 

The savings will be made 
largely through ending some 
tax breaks, cuts from ministe¬ 
rial budgets and some wage 
freezes. 

The CBS also predicted 
Thursday that the Dutch econ¬ 
omy would return to growth in 
2014, increasing by 1.0 per¬ 
cent, after a contraction of 0.5 
percent in 2013. 


the jury based its award," she 
"cannot reasonably calculate 
the amount of excess while 
effectuating the intent of the 
jury." 

But she encouraged both 
parties to have the case re¬ 
viewed by an appellate court 
before any new trial. 

The judge allowed the 
award to stand for 14 prod¬ 
ucts, including some Galaxy 
smartphones and the Galaxy 
Tab 10.1 tablet, leaving an 
award of $598.9 million. 

The jury relied on Apple's 
calculation for lost profits 
dating back to 2010, when it 
first told Samsung of its ob¬ 
jections, but Koh said that in 
most cases, the damages 
could only cover the period 
after the lawsuit was filed in 
April 2011. 

"There are eight phones for 
which the jury awarded 40 
percent of Samsung's profits 
for the entire period, but for 
which, during some of the 
damages period, infringer's 
profits was not an authorized 
remedy," the ruling read. 

"As the court can neither 
calculate an appropriate re¬ 
mittitur nor leave the award 
intact, the only remaining 
possibility is to conduct a 
new trial on damages for 
these 8 products." 


Judge cuts $450 mn 
from $1 bn Samsung 
Apple penalty 
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US court 
tells 

Argentina 
to spell 
out bond 
offer 

NEW YORK (AFP) - A US 
appeals court in New York has 
told Argentina to spell out its 
offer to settle a suit by holders 
of defaulted bonds that Buenos 
Aires brands "vultures," court 
documents showed Friday. 

The court said Argentina's 
lawyer suggested in a hearing 
Wednesday that the govern¬ 
ment was willing to repay the 
debt via an unstated formula 
different from what the bond¬ 
holders — US hedge funds — 
were demanding. 

The court ordered Argentina 
to "submit in writing to the 
court the precise terms of any 
alternative payment formula 
and schedule to which it is pre¬ 
pared to commit" by March 29. 

The court said Buenos Aires 
needs to detail how and when it 
would repay the bonds, and 
what assurances it would give 
that it would follow through 
with repayment. 

Argentina defaulted on some 
$100 billion in debt in 2001, 
and has since restructured its 
debt twice, covering around 75 
percent of the nominal value of 
the bonds. 

But hedge funds NML Cap¬ 
ital and Aurelius Capital Man¬ 
agement, which bought up 
some of the original defaulted 
debt at steep discounts, refused 
to go along with the restructur¬ 
ings and are suing to recover 
100 percent of the bonds' value, 
a total of $1.3 billion. 

In Buenos Aires on Friday, 
President Cristina Kirchner said 
Argentina would agree to pay 
the hedge funds at the same dis¬ 
counted value and on the same 
schedule as the other creditors. 
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Odilo Scherer: Brazil's top papal contender 



SAO PAULO (AFP) - As the 
Vatican prepares to elect a new 
pope, eyes have focused on 
Sao Paulo archbishop Odilo 
Scherer, a moderate conserva¬ 
tive tipped as Latin America’s 
top contender. 

Thist month, the world's 117 
"cardinal electors" are to meet 
in secret in the Sistine Chapel 
in Rome to elect a successor to 
Benedict XVI, who step down 
February 28 due to old age. 

Since his 2007 papal appoint¬ 
ment, Scherer, 63, has led the 
largest archdiocese — six mil¬ 
lion Catholics — in the world's 
largest Catholic country. 

Vatican watchers put him 
ahead of another top Latin 
American candidate, Cardinal 
Leonardo Sandri, an Argentine 


of Italian extraction who 
works in the Vatican as prefect 
of the Congregation for the 
Oriental Churches. 

"I would say that Scherer is 
the best bet," said American 
John Allen Jr, a respected Vat¬ 
ican expert and author of sev¬ 
eral books on the Catholic 
church. 

"He has a good reputation 
and is admired here (in the 
Vatican)," the daily O Globo 
quoted Allen as saying re¬ 
cently. 

One man who knows 
Scherer well is Father Jose 
Antonio Trasferetti, professor 
of moral theology at the 
Catholic Pontificate Univer¬ 
sity in Campinas, in southern 
Sao Paulo state. 


"He has all the qualities to 
be a great pope," Trasferetti 
said. 

"He has an open mind, he is 
a good communicator and a 
good administrator. He is the 
right person to open a dialogue 
between the various factions 
within the church," Trasferetti 
said. 

Trasferetti, who said he 
studied theology in Rome with 
Scherer from 1989 to 1991, 
described him as "a moderate 
conservative" on matters of 
doctrine and social issues. 

Scherer, he added, is well 
acquainted with social prob¬ 
lems in Sao Paulo, a cosmo¬ 
politan city of 11 million 
people where the archbishop 
oversees parishes facing high 
poverty rates, crime, youth un¬ 
employment and lack of basic 
services. 

On his archdiocesan website 
and in newspapers, Scherer 
regularly offers Catholic- 
based commentary on key is¬ 
sues. He is also very active on 
Twitter, boasting 20,000 fol¬ 
lowers of his account @Do- 
mOdiloScherer. 

The German-Brazilian 
prelate accompanied the pope 
for a major part of the latter's 
visit to Brazil in May 2007. 

He once criticized so-called 
liberation theology — a leftist 


movement within Catholicism 
— for using "Marxism as a tool 
of analysis," but he backed its 
focus on tackling social injus¬ 
tice and poverty. 

Scherer is very much a tra¬ 
ditionalist, concerned about 
the growing strength of Evan¬ 
gelical churches at the expense 
of Catholics. 

Evangelicals have seen their 
numbers jump in Brazil from 
26.2 million (15 percent) in 
2000 to 42.3 million (22 per¬ 
cent) in 2010, while the pro¬ 
portion of Catholics is down to 
63 percent of the total popula¬ 
tion of 194 million from 73.6 
percent in 2000. 

Initially, the archbishop 
slammed attempts by pop star 
priest Marcelo Rossi to use 
some of the charismatic fea¬ 
tures of Evangelical churches 
to win back or retain the 
Catholic faithful. 

"Priests aren't showmen," 
Scherer said in 2007. "The 
Mass is not to be transformed 
into a show." 

Yet he later showed that he 
can be a pragmatist. When 
Rossi inaugurated a new 
mega-church capable of hold¬ 
ing about 100,000 people in 
Sao Paulo last November, 
Scherer showed up as a sign of 
support. 

Earlier this month, the car¬ 


dinal stressed that the Catholic 
church had faced challenges 
throughout its 2,000-year-old 
history but now needed to 
tackle the challenge of "post- 
modernity." 

He also said nationality and 
age should not be key factors 
in choosing the next pope. 

Much more important will 
be the candidate's capacity to 
lead the world's 1.1 billion 
Catholics "at a time of great 
challenges," said Scherer, who 
plans to be in Rome to bid 
farewell to Benedict XVI. 

He was bom on September 
21, 1949 into an ethnic Ger¬ 
man family in Cerro Largo, a 
small town of 13,000 people 
located in southern Rio 
Grande do Sul state. 

The town was founded in 
1902 by German immigrants 
and known as Colonia Serro 
Azul. 

Ordained to the priesthood 
in 1976, Scherer obtained a 
doctorate in sacred theology in 
Rome in 1991. 

He served as an official of 
the Congregation for Bishops 
in the Roman Curia (Papal 
Court) from 1994 to 2001 and 
was secretary general of the 
National Conference of 
Brazilian Bishops from 2003 
to 2007. 


Fine food and delightful ambiance mark 
an evening at Chef’s Table 



— This year, some regular 
visitors to Amba we know 
informed us they discovered 
a delightful eatery, which 
they returned to a number of 
times during their stay. The 
current incarnation of this 
cozy restaurant on the Bubali 
Road is Chefs Table, and 
owner Martijn is a charming 
host with a deft hand in the 
kitchen. 

The menu is International; 
fine cuisine with a dash of 
fusion flavor, and some¬ 
times, a distinctly Dutch 


gourmet touch. A variety of 
fresh Caribbean fish dishes 
are featured, plus specials of 
what is seasonal and tasty. 

We definitely recommend 
the Creamy Fish Soup, and 
the Beef Carpaccio appetizer 
proved even too much for 
one of our party to finish as a 
main course. This tasty, and 
remarkable generous portion 
could serve as an appetizer 
for three people. 

Our group of diners sam¬ 
pled a diverse smattering of 
the menu, and had only kudos 


for the special of the 
day, a thick pork chop, 
marinated and grilled 
on an open fire, as 
well as the Beef 
Teriyaki and Mari¬ 
nated Duck Breast, 
which are regular 
menu items. If you are 
starving when you ar¬ 
rive, you most defi¬ 
nitely will not leave 
hungry, even if just 
sharing an appetizer. 

What largely en¬ 
hances the Chefs 
Table experience is the 
delightful surround¬ 
ings. Here is a true escape 
from the busier beach areas. 
The restaurant is in a quiet 
neighborhood but easy to 
find, just a mile or two inland 
from the intersection of 
Super Food Market. Aside 
from the original art that dec¬ 
orates the various rooms of 
this landmark country house, 
it sports a charming court¬ 
yard, hacienda style, for out¬ 
door dining. We found there 
was just enough breeze, with¬ 
out being overblown. It is the 
kind of place you will enjoy 



lingering with friends over a 
glass of wine or an after din¬ 
ner specialty coffee or co¬ 
gnac. No one will rush you 
out the door and the wait staff 
is extremely friendly and ac¬ 
commodating. They have a 
truly delightful way of serv¬ 
ing dessert in fluted shot 
glasses, providing just 
enough of a sweet finish to 
top off the meal. 


Chefs Table is open six 
nights a week for dinner 
only; they are closed on 
Wednesday. Dining hours 
are 5:30 to 10:30 PM and 
reservations can be made 
through their website, 
where you can look over the 
menu: www. chefs table- 
saruba.com or call 

587-8140 
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Eat like a local at The Queen's restaurant at 

Palm Beach Plaza 



Keshi Yena with plaintains, vegetables and pica 



Grandma’s stoba with classic rice and beans hand 


homemade potato beet salad 



Varella, Luisa and the next generation of chef 


An elegant decor with a 
breezy terrace overlooking 
Palm Beach welcomes guests 
to Varella Innocencia’s very 


popular restaurant showcas¬ 
ing authentic local cuisine: 
The Queen’s. 

They may have moved 


from Oranjestad to hipper 
new digs in Palm Beach 
Plaza, but the food and prices 
are strictly native, which is 
what first won this charming 
eatery their loyal clientele. 
Varella’s mom, Luisa, is still 
in the kitchen, conjuring up 
the delicious dishes that have 
been in her family for gener¬ 
ations, acknowledged on the 
menu with items such as 
“Carni Stoba di Mamachi”- 
“Grandma’s Beef Stew,” and 
their Arawak Steak, along 
with local delicacies like 
Keshi Yena -“Full Cheese.” 
This is a tasty, filling stew of 
chicken, with other ingredi¬ 
ents that are handy that day, 
all incased in a thick skin of 
melted Gouda. It was very 
satisfying and particularly 
memorable paired with The 
Queen’s garlic bread and 
very special Pica, a mix of 
chopped onions and the fa¬ 
mous local hot pepper, 
Madame Janette. Not overly 
spicy, it lends that perfect bit 
of tang to this deliciously pic¬ 
turesque meal. 

One of the distinctions of 
Aruban cuisine is incorporat¬ 
ing unique indigenous ingre¬ 
dients such as in Wild 


Cucumber Stew and a partic¬ 
ular light fish chowder ac¬ 
companied by the local 
specialties pan bati (corn 
meal pancake) and funchi 
(the local version of polenta.) 

Seafood main courses of 
Catch of the Day Aruban 
Style to shrimp and a mixed 
seafood platter with shrimp, 
fish, squid, scallops and mus¬ 
sels. Meat dishes such as 
BBQ Chicken and Ribs or 
Grilled Tenderloin, each in¬ 
cluding a choice of 2 side 
dishes; all quite yummy and 
bargain-priced to boot! 

The Queen’s is located on 


the second level of Palm 
Beach Plaza, tucked into a 
cozy corner at the front of 
the mall. If you have a mind 
to try the real deal in Aruban 
food, without a doubt, this is 
the way to truly eat like a 
local. They are open from 
11:00 AM to 11:00 PM, 
daily, offering indoor and 
outdoor dining. Aside from 
an extensive menu they also 
have daily specials made 
from whatever is in season 
and Mama Luisa is in the 
mood to prepare, so don’t 
forget to ask about what isn’t 
on the menu! 


Mexico says 26,000 went missing Spain police seize ’unique 1 
from 2006-2012 stolen Roman coin 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) - Mex¬ 
ico said this week that more than 
26,000 people went missing dur¬ 
ing former president Felipe 
Calderon’s 2006-2012 tenure, 
which was dominated by the 
country's spiraling dmg war. 

The latest statistics were an¬ 
nounced a week after Human 
Rights Watch said Mexican se¬ 
curity forces were not properly 
investigated in at least 249 
"disappearances" that occurred 
during the same period. 

Lia Limon, head of the inte¬ 
rior ministry's human rights 
unit, told a press conference 
the ministry had 26,121 
records of people who went 


missing from December 2006 
to November 2012, without 
specifying the cause of the in¬ 
cidents. 

Limon said authorities 
would examine the records to 
determine which cases are 
linked to illegal acts in a joint 
effort with tax collectors, who 
want to ascertain whether any¬ 
one declared missing has "re¬ 
turned home." 

She added that individuals 
may have gone missing be¬ 
cause of immigration or natu¬ 
ral disasters. 

Calderon deployed the mil¬ 
itary to battle the country's in¬ 
creasingly powerful and brutal 
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drug cartels in 2006, leading to 
an escalation in violence that 
has claimed the lives of more 
than 70,000 people since then. 

Human Rights Watch said 
the 249 people who went miss¬ 
ing are presumed dead. 

The rights monitor said in 
its 193-page report last week 
that security forces had been 
involved in disappearances 
since 2007 and called on the 
country's new government to 
account for the missing. 

It said that in more than 140 
of the cases, "evidence sug¬ 
gests that these were enforced 
disappearances" with state 
agents directly or indirectly 
participating in the disappear¬ 
ances, sometimes on behalf of 
organized crime. 

The report warned that after 
2007 there may have been 
thousands of other enforced 
disappearances, citing govern¬ 
ment documents leaked to 
local media which estimate the 
number at up to 25,000. 

President Enrique Pena 
Nieto of the Institutional Rev¬ 
olutionary Party took power in 
Mexico on December 1. 

The new leader has said he 
wants to change the military's 
role in fighting organized 
crime, but has yet to outline his 
overall strategy. 



MADRID (AFP) - Spanish police have seized a "unique" 
ancient Roman coin that was stolen in a 600,000 euro 
($786,000) haul in Madrid last year, they said.The brown 
bronze disc bearing the portrait of Augustus -- the 
Roman emperor who conquered parts of Spain -- was the 
most important of the 867 such coins seized."The col¬ 
lection is very important as much for its economic value 
as its historic, artistic and cultural importance," said An¬ 
tonio Tenorio, chief inspector of the expert cultural her¬ 
itage brigade that recovered the coins.Police arrested a 
gold dealer in Madrid in connection with the case. Along 
with jewellery, the coins were stolen by burglars who 
broke into the home of a private collector in Madrid last 
April.Tenorio said the Augustus coin was minted to com¬ 
memorate victories against the northern Iberian 
Cantabrian and Asturian tribes."lt is quite heavy and is 
one of the biggest ones ever seized. It seems to be a 
unique piece," Tenorio said. "There is not another one 
like it known in the world."A police statement said the 
collector acquired the coin in 2002 at an auction house 
in New York for 30,000 euros. The coins were seized in 
separate raids at the gold dealer's shop in Madrid and 
an auction house in Barcelona, it said. It described the 
coins as imperial "Ibero-Roman" ones minted in the first 
centuries BC and AD. Police said they issued an inter¬ 
national alert of the theft and the coins were identified 
after the suspect took some of them to the auction house 
to be sold. 
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Sport 


European Indoor Championships 


GOTHENBURG (AFP) - 
Controversial British sprinter 
Dwain Chambers crashed out 
of the European Indoor 
Championships on Friday 
when he failed to negotiate 
the 60m heats. 

The 34-year-old ran 
6.78sec to finish fifth in his 
heat, with only the top four 
progressing. 

An angry Chambers exited 
the stadium without speaking 
to the media. 

The Londoner, who served 
a two-year drugs ban after 
being caught using the de¬ 
signer steroid THG in 2003, 
fought a lengthy battle to run 
in the Olympics on home 
ground last year. 

But he failed to qualify 
from the semi-finals. 

There were four golds de¬ 
cided on the opening day of 
the championships on Friday 
with France's Antoinette 
Nana Djimou taking the pen¬ 
tathlon title for the second 
time. 

Elsewhere, Russia's Sergei 
Shubenkov (7.49sec) edged 
out Italy's Paolo Dal Molin 
for gold in the men's 60m 
hurdles. 

Turkey's Nevin Yanit won 
the women's 60m hurdles in 
7.89sec, the best indoors in 
Europe this season with the 
double European 110m hur¬ 
dles champion beating Alina 
Talay of Belarus and Veron¬ 
ica Borsi of Italy. 

The men's shot went to 
Serbia's Asmir Kolasinac 
with a throw of 20.62m. 

Kolasinac, the bronze 
medallist outdoors in 
Helsinki, saw off Bosnia's 
Hamza Alic and Ladislav 
Prasil of the Czech Republic. 



Russia's Sergey Shubenkov (C) 



Nevin Yanit (R) 



Serbia’s Asmir Kolasinac competes to win the 
final of the men's Shot Put 


Football: Juventus 
escape Napoli siege 
with point 



Juventus' Giorgio Chiellini (R) heads to score 
against Napoli 


ROME (AFP) - Juventus sur¬ 
vived a second-half Napoli on¬ 
slaught to draw 1-1 with their 
closest title rivals Friday, 
maintaining a six-point lead 
after a testing examination at a 
ground where they haven't 
won in 13 years. 

Juventus, whose last league 
win at the Sao Paolo came way 
back in September 2000 when 
current coach Antonio Conte 
was playing in midfield, took 
the lead in the game but were 
indebted to veteran goalkeeper 
Gianluigi Buffon for salvaging 
a point. 

Napoli dangerman Marek 
Hamsik had fired a fierce drive 
over Buffon's crossbar before 
the visitors snatched the lead 
after just nine minutes. 

Giorgio Chiellini rose above 
Miguel Angel Britos to power 
home a header past goalkeeper 
Morgan De Sanctis from a 
fine, pinpoint cross by Andrea 
Pirlo. 

It was a first goal of the sea¬ 
son in Serie A for Chiellini in 
his 15th match. 

But he almost failed to 
make the game, having to un¬ 
dergo a late fitness test on an 
ankle problem. 

Both sides continued to 
have half-chances before 
Napoli levelled two minutes 
before half-time. 


Swiss midfielder Gokhan 
Inler unleashed a 25-yard 
right-foot pile-driver which 
took a deflection off the head 
of Leonardo Bonucci and flew 
past the despairing dive of 
Buffon into the top comer. 

In a bad-tempered end to the 
first half, Edinson Cavani was 
booked for elbowing Chiellini 
in the face, just moments after 
the Juventus player had cheek¬ 
ily tugged the flowing, dark 
hair of the Umguayan. 

The dangerous Hamsik 
brought a diving save out of 
Buffon just before the hour 
mark after being given too 
much space on the edge of the 
penalty area. 

Buffon then pulled off a se¬ 
ries of fine saves as Napoli 
began to pick their way 
through the Juventus defence. 

On the 7 3-minute mark, he 
was almost beaten, however, 
when he parried a stinging 
Hamsik drive into the path of 
substitute Blerim Dzemaili 
who was unable to adjust his 
balance as the ball came to¬ 
wards him at speed and his 
shot was scuffed wide of the 
post. 

Buffon then had to be alert 
to tip an Inler drive over the 
bar while Cavani thumped a 
late free-kick over the top in 
the dying moments. 
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Tennis: Ferrer, Nadal reach 
Acapulco semi-finals 



Cyclings Armstrong 
faces two new 


ACAPULCO (AFP) - Rafael 
Nadars injury comeback gath¬ 
ered pace Thursday as the 11- 
time Grand Slam champion 
reached the semi-finals of the 
Mexican Open and inched 
closer to a possible title show¬ 
down with fellow Spaniard 
David Ferrer. 

Nadal, playing his third 
tournament in four weeks after 
a seven-month injury layoff, 
beat Argentina's Leonardo 
Mayer 6-1, 7-5 in the quarters 
and will now play Nicolas Al- 
magro. 

Ferrer, the top seed and 
three-time defending cham¬ 
pion whose world number four 
ranking puts him one spot 
higher than Nadal, breezed 
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past Italy's Paolo Lorenzi 6-3, 
6-1 to book a semi-final clash 
with Fabio Fognini. 

The tournament is one of 
three Latin American clay 
court events Nadal tabbed for 
his comeback from a left knee 
injury. 

Nadal's next opponent Al- 
magro, a two-time winner in 
Acapulco, beat Horacio Ze- 
ballos of Argentina 6-3, 6-4, 
firing down 10 aces in the 70- 
minute encounter. 

Almagro's win denied 


Nadal the chance for revenge 
against Zeballos, who beat the 
Spanish number two seed in 
the Vina del Mar final. 

In the women's quarter-fi¬ 
nals of this combined ATP and 
WTA tournament, top seed 
and defending champion Sara 
Errani defeated Kiki Bertens 
of the Netherlands 6-4, 6-4. 

Second-seeded Spaniard 
Carla Suarez Navarro also ad¬ 
vanced, downing sixth-seeded 
Italian Francesca Schiavone 6- 


lawsuits 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Lance Armstrong was facing 
two more lawsuits on Friday 
spawned by his admission that 
all seven of his Tour de France 
victories were fueled by 
banned drugs. 

The Nebraska-based Ac¬ 
ceptance Insurance Company 
sued Armstrong and Tailwind 
Sports Corporation claiming 
he committed fraud by con¬ 
cealing his use of performance 
enhancing drugs during the 
1999, 2000 and 2001 Tours. 

"By his cheating and decep¬ 
tion, Armstrong committed 
fraud. This suit seeks repay¬ 
ment of $3 million in unde¬ 
served an unearned pay Lance 
Armstrong obtained by fraud," 
stated the lawsuit filed in 
Travis County Court in Austin, 
Texas. 

The payment cited was a $3 
million bonus paid to Arm¬ 
strong for his first three Tour 
victories. 

Acceptance claims that 
Armstrong's lies void the pol¬ 
icy under which the money 
was paid out. 

In October, Armstrong was 
banned for life after the US 
Anti-Doping Agency deter¬ 
mined he was the key figure in 
a sophisticated doping pro¬ 
gram on his US Postal Service 
team. 

He finally made a belated 
admission of doping in a tele¬ 
vised interview with Oprah 


Winfrey in January. 

Armstrong was also sued 
Thursday in federal court in 
Los Angeles in a class-action 
lawsuit claiming Armstrong 
and FRS — maker of nutri¬ 
tional supplements — engaged 
in false advertising. 

The US government has 
joined a "whistle-blower" law¬ 
suit seeking help the US Postal 
Service recoup "tens of mil¬ 
lions" paid to Armstrong when 
it sponsored his team with 
more than $30 million — a law¬ 
suit that could deliver a triple¬ 
damages blow costing 
Armstrong more than $90 mil¬ 
lion. 

That lawsuit was first filed 
by Armstrong's disgraced for¬ 
mer teammate Floyd Landis, 
who claims Armstrong and 
team manager Johan Bruyneel 
defrauded taxpayers and the 
government by having Arm¬ 
strong and other riders use per¬ 
formance-enhancing drugs. 

Armstrong is also being 
sued by Texas insurance com¬ 
pany SCA, which paid him 
$12.1 million in bonuses for 
multiple Tour victories. 

In Britain, he is being sued 
by the Sunday Times, which is 
seeking repayment of the £1 
million ($1.6 million, 1.2 mil¬ 
lion euros) libel settlement 
Armstrong won against the 
newspaper in 2006 after it 
printed allegations that he 
doped. 


7 (5/7), 6-4, 6-2. 



PALM BEACH GARDENS (AFP) - World No. 1 and de¬ 
fending champion Rory Mcllroy withdrew from the US 
PGA Honda Classic during his second round on Friday, 
saying he was struggling due to pain from a sore wis¬ 
dom tooth. Mcllroy struggled through the back nine on 
Friday, his opening nine holes of the round, and hit his 
approach at the 18th into water. He then walked off the 
course and quickly departed the grounds with his coach 
and caddie. It was the first time in his career that Mcllroy 
has withdrawn from a tournament and it comes as the 
23-year-old from Northern Ireland struggles to find his 
form after switching to Nike equipment for this season. 
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NBA: Noah's triple-double lifts 
Bulls over 76ers 


Federer beaten by 
Berdych again, final 
against DJokovic 


CHICAGO (AFP) - Joakim 
Noah notched the third triple¬ 
double of his NBA career 
Thursday, scoring 23 points 
with 21 rebounds and 11 
blocked shots to lead Chicago 
to a 93-82 win over stumbling 


Philadelphia. 

Carlos Boozer added 21 
points and 12 rebounds for 
Chicago, with Luol Deng con¬ 
tributing 12 points, eight re¬ 
bounds and four assists. 

The victory was a boost for 


a Bulls team that had dropped 
their prior three games at home. 

Britain's Deng took an elbow 
to the face from 76ers forward 
Spencer Hawes in the waning 
seconds. He remained on court 
for several minutes before pro¬ 
ceeding to the locker room. 

Noah's 11 blocked shots 
were a career high and 
matched a Bulls record for 
blocks in a regulation game. 

He became the fourth player 
in the last 25 years to post a 
triple-double featuring at least 
20 points, 20 rebounds and 10 
blocks, joining former Rockets 
great Hakeem Olajuwon, 
Shaquille O'Neal and Shawn 
Bradley. 

The Bulls beat the 76ers for 
the third straight time, posting 
their first season sweep since 
Chicago won all four meetings 
with Philadelphia in the 1996- 
97 season. 

The defeat stretched the 
Sixers' losing streak to seven 
games, and saw their playoff 
hopes dwindle further. 

Philadelphia went into the 
game 5 1/2 games behind Mil¬ 
waukee for the eighth and final 
spot in the Eastern Conference 
playoffs. 

Jrue Holiday scored 22 
points for Philadelphia and 
Hawes added 20 points and 15 
rebounds. 


DUBAI (AFP) - Roger Fed- 
erer's defence of the Dubai 
Open title came to a dramatic 
end in the semi-finals after he 
failed to convert three match 
points against Tomas Berdych, 
the man who also upset him in 
the US Open. 

The world number six from 
the Czech Republic thrillingly 
turned the match around after 
a neck-and-neck second set 
tie-break, going on to win 3-6, 
7-6 (10-8), 6-4 against the 
five-time champion and set up 
a final against Novak 
Djokovic. 

The Serbian world number 
one extended his unbeaten run 
to 17 matches and reached the 
55th final of his career with a 
6-3, 7-6 (7-4) win over Juan 
Martin Del Potro, the former 
US Open champion from Ar¬ 
gentina. 

Federer was on the verge of 
success at 6-4 and 8-7 in the 
tie break, with the second of 
the three points coming on his 
serve, only for Berdych to 
somehow get into a rally and 
win it with some fierce ground 
strokes. 

Of his best chance, the sec¬ 
ond match point, Federer said: 


"That's just disappointing right 
there, because the match was 
in my racket. 

Berdych was pleased that 
he avoided the perils of ten¬ 
sion in the later stages, as he 
closed the match out. 

Earlier, Djokovic was again 
in fine fettle for a man who 
had not played a tournament 
since the successful defence of 
the Australian title nearly five 
weeks ago, and, after three 
solid wins already, he raised 
his level once more. 

Djokovic was made to. 

Del Potro hit fierce first 
serves and heavy ground 
strokes mixed in with thunder¬ 
bolt accelerations with his 
forehand, advancing to a 3-0 
lead in the second set. 

Djokovic responded su¬ 
perbly when behind, contain¬ 
ing brilliantly, moving 
superbly, and counter-attack¬ 
ing with excellent timing and 
accuracy. 

However, his break back to 
2-3 came amidst controversy. 
Umpire Magdi Somat imposed 
a time violation on Del Potro 
when he took a longer to pre¬ 
pare at a vital moment, at 30- 
40, break point down. 
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